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OPERATIONS 
Columbus was void of activity for four years until communist troops violated South Korea's 
borders and fighting broke out in 1950. To handle increased pilot requirements for the Korean 



War, Air Training Command activated Columbus AFB on 20 December to be used as a station 
for a contract flying school. To manage the base, ATC established the 3301st Training Squadron 
(Contract Flying) on 1 March 1951. The contractor who provided pilot training was California 
Eastern Airways. That training continued until 1954, when ATC directed that the mission be 
moved by early 1955 to Moore Air Base, Texas. 
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